Tithing-from everyone who has been given much shall much be required"” Luke 12:48.
Answers to Tough Questions by Josh McDowell

My adapted responses

Can Christianity be proven?

Yes but not with 100% certainty. People do not operate on 100% certainty. When someone crosses the
street, he or she analyzes the situation and proceed if enough evidence exists for a safe crossing.
Christianity claims moral certainty and enough evidence exists for unbelievers to test and verify this to
a reasonable assurance. After becoming a believer the witness of the Holy Spirit provides real
assurance.

How do you know God exists?
He told us so, and revealed Himself to us. The Bible is trustworthy and Christ came to earth as God in
human form. The Bible and Christ are two powerful sources of proof.

Virgin birth?

Main opposition: miracles can't happen so virgin birth is impossible biologically. Some claim the virgin
birth story was created out of mythology of the day. It is highly unlikely a Jewish culture would do
such a thing. Also, no mythologically story closely fits the story of Christ. The Bible claims it
happened. The burden of proof (disproof) is on the unbelievers.

Has New Testament changed since original writing?

Three types of evidence: Greek manuscripts, translations, and writings of church fathers.

Some are concerned by the earliest surviving manuscripts date to many years after the originals. The
earliest fragments date to only 30 years after the youngest original writings. The earliest complete
manuscripts are only 250 years younger than the original. Compared to other documents this is very
good. Caesar's Gallic Wars manuscripts are over 1000 years younger than the original. The originals
were translated into various languages. There exist approximately 5,500 manuscripts with a portion of
the original text and about 18,000 translated versions. This level of evidence is unmatched compared
to other documents. Surviving writings from early church fathers before 325 A.D. contain quotations
of the New Testament.

How do we know Jesus rose from the dead?

This question is very important to me since it is the basis of my faith. If Christ violated the laws of
nature then I feel compelled to trust his message. In Matthew 12:39,40 Jesus claimed his resurrection
after three days would be the sign the Pharisees requested. In 1 Corinthians 15:6, Paul claims there
were living people (of a group of 500) who had seen the resurrected Christ. McDowell claims three
groups could have stolen the body if in fact there was no resurrection: the Romans, Jews, and disciples.
The Romans had no reason to steal the body because they desired to keep the peace. If Christ did not
rise then threat of a revolution by his followers would diminish. The Jews had no interest in giving
credit to a resurrection story since they did not desire a proclamation of a resurrection. Finally the
disciples did have an interest in giving credit to Christ's claims to be the Messiah. Many did die in
support of the resurrection an it is unlikely so many would give their lives for a lie.

Garden of Eden Contradiction?

Genesis 2

Order of events: Heavens and Earth, streams, plants, man, beasts of field and air, woman

Genesis 1: Heavens and Earth with light and dark, separate water from sky, land and plants, sun and
moon, fish and birds, land animals with man and woman



