Is the Bible historically accurate?
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Bible_and_history#Challenges_to_historicity
· biblical minimalism — which holds the primacy of modern archaeological evidence, and maintains the theology and apology, and all stories within it are of a later aetiological character  (relating to the philosophical study of causation.)— and 

· biblical maximalism — which holds that also the historical accounts of the Exodus, Judges and United Monarchy, king David and king Saul, are to be taken as largely accurate — as well as a 

· non-historical method of reading the Bible; the traditional religious reading of the Bible independent of archaeological evidence, assuming it to be accurate. 

The careful examination of the evidence demonstrates that the historical accuracy of the first part of the Old Testament is greatest during the reign of Josiah (Brad Note: 640-609 BC http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Josiah). Some feel that the accuracy diminishes, the further backwards one proceeds from this date.
Jennifer Wallace describes archaeologist Israel Finkelstein's view in her article Shifting Ground in the Holy Land, appearing in Smithsonian Magazine, May 2006:

He [Finkelstein] cites the fact – now accepted by most archaeologists – that many of the cities Joshua is supposed to have sacked in the late 13th century B.C. had ceased to exist by that time. Hazor was destroyed in the middle of that century, Ai was abandoned before 2000 B.C. Even Jericho, where Joshua is said to have brought the walls tumbling down by circling the city seven times with blaring trumpets, was destroyed in 1500 B.C. Now controlled by the Palestinian Authority, the Jericho site consists of crumbling pits and trenches that testify to a century of fruitless digging. 

Evidence for the Maximalist view:

A comparison of this latest finding with city walls and gates from the period of the First Temple, as well as pottery found at the site, enable us to postulate with a great degree of assurance that the wall that has been revealed is that which was built by King Solomon in Jerusalem in the latter part of the tenth century B.C.E.,"

http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2010/02/100222094757.htm

Two stones Tel Dan Stele and Mesha Stele could have inscribitions (depending on interpretations)  indicating the existence of David around 850-835 BC
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/David
Kenneth Kitchen has proposed that an inscription of c. 945 BC by the Egyptian Pharaoh Shoshenq I mentions "the highlands of David."
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/David#cite_note-56

K. A. Kitchen, "A Possible Mention of David in the Late Tenth Century BC, and Deity *Dod as Dead as the Dodo?" Journal for the Study of the Old Testament 76 (1997): 29–44, especially 39–41
The Merneptah Stele. A seven-foot slab engraved with hieroglyphics, also called the Israel Stele, boasts of the Egyptian pharaoh’s conquest of Libyans and peoples in Palestine, including the Israelites: “Israel — his seed is not.” This is the earliest reference to Israel in nonbiblical sources and demonstrates that, as of c. 1230 BC, the Hebrews were already living in the Promised Land.

http://www.equip.org/articles/biblical-archaeology-factual-evidence-to-support-the-historicity-of-the-bible

New Testament and Jesus
Josephus writing in AD 93

About this time came Jesus, a wise man, if indeed it is appropriate to call him a man. For he was a performer of paradoxical feats, a teacher of people who accept the unusual with pleasure, and he won over many of the Jews and also many Greeks. He was the Christ. When Pilate, upon the accusation of the first men amongst us, condemned him to be crucified, those who had formerly loved him did not cease to follow him, for he appeared to them on the third day, living again, as the divine prophets foretold, along with a myriad of other marvellous things concerning him. And the tribe of the Christians, so named after him, has not disappeared to this day
Josephus Antiquities 18.3.3

Tacitus writing in AD 116

Nero fastened the guilt of starting the blaze and inflicted the most exquisite tortures on a class hated for their abominations, called Christians [Chrestians] by the populace. Christus, from whom the name had its origin, suffered the extreme penalty during the reign of Tiberius at the hands of one of our procurators, Pontius Pilatus, and a most mischievous superstition, thus checked for the moment, again broke out not only in Judaea, the first source of the evil, but even in Rome, where all things hideous and shameful from every part of the world find their centre and become popular.
Tacitus, Annals 15.44 (Latin, English and also at Fordham.edu)
Tests for historical accuracy http://www.bethinking.org/resource.php?ID=207:
Bibliographical test – number of manuscripts and date from original

Internal test – does the document claim to be historical and have eyewitnesss

External test – do external sources (other documents, archeology, etc.) support the document

Bibliographical test:

	Author
	When Written
	Earliest Copy
	Time Span
	No. of Copies

	Caesar
	100-44 
	900 A.D.
	1,000 yrs.
	10

	Livy
	59 B.C.-A.D. 
	
	
	20

	Plato (Tetralogies)
	427-347 B.C.
	900 A.D.
	1,200 yrs.
	7

	Tacitus (Annals)
	100 A.D.
	1,100 A.D.
	1,000 yrs.
	20

	 also minor works
	100 A.D.
	1,000 A.D.
	900 yrs.
	1

	Pliny the Younger (History) 
	61-113 A.D.
	850 A.D..
	750 yrs.
	7

	Thucydides
(History) 
	460-400 B.C.
	900 A.D.
	1,300 yrs.
	8

	Suetonius
(De Vita Caesarum) 
	75-160 A.D.
	950 A.D.
	800 yrs.
	8

	Herodotus
(History) 
	480-425 B.C.
	900 A.D.
	1,300 yrs.
	8

	Horace
	
	
	900 yrs.
	

	Sophocles
	430-406 B.C.
	1,000 A.D.
	1,400 yrs.
	100

	Lucretius
	Died 55 or 53 B.C .
	
	1,100 yrs.
	2

	Catullus
	54 B.C.
	1,550 A.D.
	1,600 yrs.
	3

	Euripedes
	480-406 B.C.
	1,100 A.D.
	1,500 yrs.
	9

	Demosthenes
	383-322 B.C.
	1,100 A.D.
	1,300 yrs.
	200*

	Aristotle
	384-322 B.C.
	1,100 A.D.
	1,400 yrs.
	5**

	Aristophanes
	450-385 B .C.
	900 A. D.
	1,200 yrs.
	10

	*All from one copy. **Of any one work.

	From Josh McDowell, Evidence That Demands a Verdict, rev ed. (San Bernardino, Calif.: Here's Life,1979), p. 42.

	


Table above shows we have few copies of other ancient documents and those copies are significantly younger than the originals.

In contrast to this, the New Testament documents have a staggering quantity of manuscript attestation.  Approximately 5,000 Greek manuscripts, containing all or part of the New Testament, exist. There are 8,000 manuscript copies of the Vulgate (a Latin translation of the Bible done by Jerome from 382-405) and more than 350 copies of Syriac (Christian Aramaic) versions of the New Testament (these originated from 150-250; most of the copies are from the 400x). Besides this, virtually the entire New Testament could be reproduced from citations contained in the works of the early church fathers. There are some thirty-two thousand citations in the writings of the Fathers prior to the Council of Nicea (325).

http://www.bethinking.org/resource.php?ID=207

Internal tests: The Bible specifically mentions the importance of eyewitnesses:
Acts 1:21-22

21 Therefore it is necessary to choose one of the men who have been with us the whole time the Lord Jesus was living among us, 22 beginning from John’s baptism to the time when Jesus was taken up from us. For one of these must become a witness with us of his resurrection.”

Luke 1:1-4

1 Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things that have been fulfilled[a] among us, 2 just as they were handed down to us by those who from the first were eyewitnesses and servants of the word. 3 With this in mind, since I myself have carefully investigated everything from the beginning, I too decided to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, 4 so that you may know the certainty of the things you have been taught.

2 Peter 1: 16

16 For we did not follow cleverly devised stories when we told you about the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ in power, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty.

Now we must ask: Were these accounts truthful or were these witnesses lying?

According to bethinking.org,

They had very little to gain and much to lose for their efforts. For one thing, they were mostly Jewish theists. To change the religion of Israel with its observance of the Mosaic law, Sabbath keeping, sacrifices, and clear-cut non-Trinitarian monotheism would be to risk the damnation of their own souls to hell. A modern atheist may not worry about such a thing, but members of the early church surely did. For another thing, the apostles lived lives of great hardship, stress, and affliction (see 2 Cor. 11:23-29) and died martyrs' deaths for their convictions. There is no adequate motive for their labors other than a sincere desire to proclaim what they believed to be the truth.
http://www.bethinking.org/resource.php?ID=207

Is the Bible the inspired word of God?

