Sanctification Part 1-Freedom from Sin's Tyranny

How does my life change after salvation?

Romans 6

From Chapter 5, Jesus' death pay the debt of sin.  This is called grace since it is freely given upon faith.  One act paid the debt for all sin: past, present, and future.  As more sin enters the world, grace increases to cover that sin.  In Chapter 6, Paul discourages people from living in sin only to cause grace to increase.  This may seem silly, but it introduces Paul's topic of sanctification.

Sanctification- to set apart for special use, in our case for Christian service.

Verses 1-6

Sin has power over us before faith in Christ.  We are literally slaves, freed by grace after salvation.  By choosing faith in Jesus, we are buried with him in death so we can experience freedom in his resurrection.  The person imprisoned by sin is our old self and Christ has set us free.

Verse 7-14

Christ death was to sin and his life is in service to God.  We are to mimic this in every area of our life.  These scriptures show the element of choice in human life where we can allow ourselves to live in sin, but a person holding faith in Jesus should desire to offer their body, spirit, and mind to righteous service.  There is a choice of masters:  Jesus or sin.  

Verses 14-23

Living under grace does not encourage sin.  Instead, faith leads to a wholehearted obedience to the teachings of Jesus.  If you choose to believe in Jesus but live in sin, I would question your decision of faith.  Although I would question your faith, I would not pass judgment on your spiritual condition.  This could lead to another controversial discussion: Is sin the same for everyone?  Example, assume your conscience convicts you to not drink alcohol but another person's conscience does not.  If you both drink alcohol are you both in sin, neither in sin, or one in each.  This is a discussion for another time.  The bottom line is we have a choice to follow faith with conscience decisions to mimic Jesus or continue to live in sin.  One leads to peace and joy the other to dissatisfaction and death.  I believe by focusing on your faith, a committed Christian life will follow.

Question- Verse 19 suggests righteous living leads to holiness.  Verse 22 says holiness leads to eternal life. Some could argue that eternal life is earned by righteous living.  According to James 2:17, faith without works is dead.  I believe true righteous living, as outlined in Romans 6, is the result of genuine faith which leads to wholehearted obedience.  This passage should be viewed as the progression/development of personal faith.  Many things (righteous living, holiness, etc.) are the result of faith, the true source of eternal life.
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